How to

GROW BULBS
Spring flowering bulbs signal the
end of winter. There is no limit to
the number of bulbs that can be
planted to add a splash of colour
to the garden in late winter, early
spring and summer.

Bulbs are not just popular for the masses of flowers
they produce, there is the added bonus of fragrance,
they are great for picking and can also be grown
in patio pots and tubs. With careful planning and
planting, bulbs could be flowering in your garden
right through to the end of summer.
A bulb contains all the nutrients it needs for growth
and flowering. The term bulb loosely covers all bulbs
and includes tubers, corms and rhizomes. Bulbs
are made up of layers of fleshy scales. Onions,
liliums and daffodils are true bulbs, corms are solid
flesh, sometimes woody looking. As the corm
grows, bulblets form and the old one shrivels up
and disappears. Gladioli, freesias and anemones are
corms. Tubers are thickened shoots. The best known
tuber is the potato - cyclamen and begonias are also
tubers. Rhizomes are fleshy creeping stems that
produce roots and flower spikes - a good example is
the flag iris.
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rewarded with up to 6 months of blooms, with new
blooms emerging as old ones die off.

Feeding and mulching

Stagger planting
Chilling bulbs

Watering
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spring. Don’t use a plastic bag as the bulbs may sweat
and rot. See Palmers ‘all you need to know about
planting bulbs’ guide online or in store for more
information.

Pests and diseases

Bulbs are relatively pest and disease free. Slugs and
snails can be a problem when new shoots emerge
through the soil. We recommend Tui Quash.

Bulbs for bowls

Bulbs look great planted in patio pots, tubs and
bowls. The best spring ﬂowering bulbs for bowls
are daffodils, tulips, freesias, hyacinths, grape
hyacinths, bluebells and crocus. Summer ﬂowering
bulbs suitable for containers are begonias, calla lilies,
dahlias and lilies.
Use a quality potting mix and plant bulbs close to each
other, even touching. You can also plant a variety of
bulbs in a pot so that the larger ones are down deeper
than the small ones. This will create a mixed and
interesting display.
Water the bulbs; place them in a shady position for
4-5 weeks. When shoots emerge, move the pot to full
sun. When they ﬂower, move the pot indoors to enjoy
the ﬂowers and fragrance. Bulbs grown in containers
are best planted out into the garden for their second
season when they have ﬁnished ﬂowering.

This ‘how to guide’ has been produced
to provide basic information and our
experienced staff are available to answer
any questions that you may have. Because
this guide is of a general nature, neither
Palmers nor its staff are responsible for
the application of the information, as the
contents may need to be modiﬁed for
individual projects and site applications.

for more information go to
www.palmers.co.nz
or ask one of our expert staff
0800 PALMERS

